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December 2, 2016 
Christmas Letter ~ Volume 29 

Dear Family, Friends, and Travel Companions,  
     It is that time of year to review the past year and begin a new.  Pic-
tures can say a lot more than words.  These photos are in chronological 
order for the year of 2016.  In preparation for my 66th birthday (Jan. 22) 
I decided to grow a beard.  I just wanted to see how white it would be!   
I had fun dressing up as St. Patrick.  I shared green candy with all the 
students on the three campuses of Holy Trinity School.  I am standing 
next to Leander Tempel of Dale who turned 90 in March.  He is one of 
my father’s first cousins who is still alive!  I had my final picture taken 
with the Easter candle inside the Church before I shaved on Holy      
Saturday.  I pray that all is well with you and your family as we again 
prepare ourselves for the great mystery of God becoming flesh! 

Every year our 8th grade students travel to 
Washington DC.  On the left you see the eternal 
flame which burns over the grave of President 
Kennedy.  Our students placed a wreath at the 
Unknown Soldier’s tomb.  Fr. Terrance De Silva
(originally of Sri Lanke) had a Mass of Thanks-
giving at Holy Family after his ordination for the 
Lexington Diocese.  He did two pastoral years 
with us at Holy Family before ordination.  I am 
laying hands on Fr. Tyler Tenbrage of Haubstadt 
who was ordained for our Diocese in June. 

Michael Bauer of Green  
Bay, next to his mother 
Dolores, spent a year with 
me in Innsbruck (1974).  
He played the flute at my 
first Mass.  He had recently  
retired at age 62.  While on a 
pilgrimage in the Holy Land 
he died on May 31st.  After 
attending his funeral his 
mother informed me that a 
Belgian immigrant received 
a vision of Mary in 1859, 
just east of Green Bay.  

Our Innsbruck American Alumni still gather year-
ly somewhere in the Country.  I returned to Wis-
consin a second time in late July for a Konveniat 
at Benet Lake Benedictine Abbey. (L-R) Don 
Ackerman, Syl Krieilein, Jean Volger, Joe Ziliak,
(standing L-R) I, Earl Rohleder, guest Elvira 
Knapp, Charlie Pfeiffer, Dave Nunning, Joe 
Kane, guest Shirley Clemens, Justin Clemens, 
Ken Herr, and John Kane are all originally from 
the Evansville Diocese.  At the beginning of that 
week I stopped by the largest air show in the 
United States at Oshkosh.  Sometimes Air Force 
One and the President make a visit at the show! 
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There are annual St. Meinrad class reunions 

sponsored by the St. Meinrad Archabbey.  Some 
in the photo attended the last year of St. Meinrad 

High School Seminary in 1968.  Some only attend-

ed St. Meinrad College.  Some only studied Theol-

ogy at Meinrad.  However all of us are considered 
members of the 40th ordination class (1976) of St. 

Meinrad.  After graduating from St. Meinrad College 

in 1972, I left the seminary for two years and re-

turned to study Theology in Innsbruck, Austria and 
was ordained in 1978.  29 attended the reunion. 

15 in the photo are ordained priests.  One third of 

this class (about 20) have already gone to heaven! 

This fall was the 60th anniversary of my 
only sister and her husband.  At age 6, I 
was the ring bearer in their wedding.  In 
the middle we are taking a picture before    
the anniversary meal.  My sister and her 
husband have 6 children, 2 sons and 4 
daughters.  They have 18 living grandchil-
dren and 8 great-grandchildren with an-
other due to arrive on December 14th.  On 
the far right I am pictured with my sister 
and her husband.  We have all grown  
older over the years.  We thank God for 
the gift of family during this holiday season! 

In mid November I led a 
pilgrimage to Guadalupe 
in Mexico.  On Decem-
ber 12th, 1531 Mary left 
her image imbedded in 
the front cloak of Juan 
Diego’s garment.  This 
image is now framed 
above the altar in the 
Basilica.  My fellow pil-
grims posed for a picture 
in front of the Basilica!  

I had the opportunity to spend some months in 1975 on his farming  
parish in India.  Fr. Ziliak has longed retired back at Techny and has 
died in 2012.  I have contacted the Bishop of that Indian Diocese where 
I spent time with Fr. Ziliak.  The Bishop has invited me to make a return 
visit in January 2017.  On January 2nd I will make the big journey to 
India.  If possible, I will be sending weekly pictures to Holy Family Face-
book (Holy Family Parish, Jasper) so that you can follow my journey.  I 
ask for your prayers for my safety and health.  You have been chosen to 
receive my letter and I hope to hear from you this season.  Let us never 
forget others in prayer daily.  May the peace of God reign in our world!  

Fr. Jerry Ziliak grew up in my home parish of 

St. James, south of Haubstadt.  He joined the 

Society of Divine Word Missionaries.  After his 

ordination in 1947 he was sent to work at a 

parish with a working farm at Karpur, India.  

Every 5 years he came home and showed 

slides of his work in India.  Many of the local 

farmers sent him financial aid over the years.  

He always visited my grade school sharing his 

love for his work.  He was a great inspiration 

for my vocation to the priesthood. 


